
NOTICE OF INTENT 

Design-Build Services for Various Projects within DDC’s 
Infrastructure Division  

 

Posted on January 20, 2021 

 

The New York City (City) Department of Design and Construction (DDC) intends to issue various 
requests for qualifications (RFQs) to obtain statements of qualifications (SOQs) from highly 
qualified design-build teams interested in providing design-build services for projects within DDC’s 
Infrastructure Division. 

This Notice of Intent (NOI) is being issued solely for informational and planning purposes and to 
allow potential proposers an opportunity to form design-build teams in anticipation of the issuance 
of future RFQs. No qualifications submittals are required or requested at this time.  

Interested parties are encouraged to return the attached NOI Response Form. This form can be 
emailed to Design_Build@ddc.nyc.gov.  Returning this form is neither required nor a prerequisite 
for responding to future RFQs. The form includes an option to be included on a list of firms that 
will be posted to DDC’s website, for reference in potential teaming opportunities.  

 

Background 

As part of the New York City Public Works Investment Act (“Act”) recently passed by New York 
State, DDC is authorized to award design-build contracts for certain public works within the 
City, expanding the City's range of project delivery methods.  Under the design-build (“DB”) 
delivery method, a single entity, which may include one or more firms, will be procured and will 
be responsible to the City for the design and construction of a project.  - 

 

Benefits of Design-Build Project Delivery 

The City is committed to achieving excellence in design and construction across its portfolio of 
public works, building on the tradition of innovation in architecture and engineering that has 
contributed to the City’s prestige as a global destination. By utilizing a DB delivery approach, the 
City and DDC expect to benefit from best value selection, greater cost and schedule certainty, and 
potential time savings. Other expected benefits include: 

• An integrated project team with single point of contact and clear assignment of 
responsibilities, with an emphasis on coordination and quality assurance in all aspects of 
design and construction; 

• An exemplary design executed with high-quality, durable construction for long-term 
performance, functionality, and reliability, including considerations of life-cycle operational 
and maintenance costs and energy performance; 

• Conformance to applicable laws and regulations, with an emphasis on public safety, 
accessibility, sustainability and resiliency. 
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Design-Build Procurement 

DDC will utilize a two-stage, best value selection that significantly prioritizes design, quality, 
qualifications and experience along with the proposed price. The objective of the first phase of 
procurement is to create a short-list of the most highly qualified proposers with the general 
capability, capacity, qualifications, experience and past performance necessary to successfully 
undertake and complete the work for the project. Only proposers who demonstrate a capability to 
complete the work for the project in its entirety will be considered eligible to be included on a 
short-list.  

DDC seeks design-build teams that are dedicated, responsive, and collaborative, exemplifying 
Project Excellence as described at the link below.  This will be reflected in the qualitative 
evaluation factors of the RFQs and in the subsequent RFPs and the DB Agreements. Information 
on Project Excellence can be found at: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/ddc/about/dc-excellence.page 

 

Anticipated Upcoming Solicitations 

DDC intends to issue RFQs for the following projects in the upcoming months.  

Project Scope Summary Estimated Value 

HWMMLEXAV - Lexington 
Avenue Pedestrian Safety 

Construct seven curb and sidewalk 
extensions along the east side of 
Lexington Avenue between East 41st and 
East 48th Streets (near Grand Central 
Terminal) 

Vision Zero capital project: Upgrade all 
pedestrian ramps at all five intersections 
receiving safety improvements 

Minimal DEP Water Main replacement 
scope within project limits only, not to 
extend west of Lexington. 

$14 Million 

 

 

Team Development and Minority- and Women- Owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE)  

It is the goal of the City to use qualified firms that have a demonstrated history of hiring, training, 
developing, promoting, and retaining minority and women staff and to encourage 
participation by City- and State-certified M/WBE firms.  

Each DB project will be subject to M/WBE participation goals for both design/consulting and 
construction activities. Only work performed by M/WBE entities certified as such by the City’s 
Department of Small Business Services (SBS) or by Empire State Development’s, Division of 
Minority and Women’s Business Development in accordance with Article 15-A of the New York 
State Executive Law will be counted towards project goals.  

Eligible firms are encouraged to get certified, and/or to get their eligible trade partners certified, 
well in advance of SOQ submission. For information about getting certified and assistance in 



contacting qualified M/WBE firms for partnering and subcontracting opportunities, please visit 
SBS’s website at: https://www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/minority-and-womenowned-
business-enterprise-certification-program-mwbe 

 

PASSPort Registration 

Entities submitting SOQs will be required to create an online account and file an online disclosure 
application with the NYC Mayor’s Office of Contract Services (MOCS) in the Procurement and 
Sourcing Solutions Portal (PASSPort). Entities interested in submitting a SOQ as a joint venture 
will not be required to file the online disclosure application as the joint venture at the time of SOQ 
submission, but each member of the joint venture will be required to be registered. 

Additional information on how to file an application or register for PASSPort can be found at: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/mocs/systems/about-go-to-passport.page 

 

Additional Information and Links 

DDC reserves the sole right, without incurring any liability, to change any aspect of the proposed 
procurement described above, including the right to not proceed with the procurement and/or the 
right to proceed in a different manner or on a different timeline than as described above. 

DDC will not respond to any inquiries for information about the projects or the intended 
solicitations. Additional information will be publicly announced at a later date and interested 
vendors are advised to closely watch DDC’s design-build website for announcements at the link 
below. 

All solicitation documents and amendments will be posted on DDC’s website at: 

https://designbuild.ddcanywhere.nyc/ 
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